
ORIGINS of AFRICAN VIOLETS TANZANIA SAFARI 
September 15-27, 2023 

 

Come discover where African 
violets originated in the lush 

mountains of eastern 
Tanzania and can be seen in 
the Amani Forest Reserve.   

 

 

 

 

Also see African wildlife in coastal 
Saadani National Park.   Drive to Arusha 

and the fantastic national parks of the 
Serengeti, Ngorongoro Crater, and 

Tarangire National Park for a fantastic 
wildlife viewing experience.   
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ORIGINS of AFRICAN VIOLETS 

TANZANIA SAFARI 

September 15-27, 2023 

ITINERARY 

Days 1/2 Sept 15/16  Depart Los Angeles for Amsterdam 

Depart LAX for Amsterdam on KLM Sept 15 at 1:50 pm, arriving on Sept 16 at 9:05 am.  Depart at 10:05 
am for Dar es Salaam, arriving 9:40 pm.  Meet your transfer driver and check in at the Mediterraneo Hotel 
in Dar es Salaam (2 nights), on the coast of Tanzania. 

Day 3. Sept 17  Dar es Salaam  

This morning, explore Dar es Salaam, a major city and commercial port on Tanzania’s Indian Ocean coast, 
which grew from a fishing village. Visit the open-air Village Museum which has re-created the traditional 
homes of local and other Tanzanian tribe. It’s part of the National Museum, which offers Tanzanian history 
exhibits, including the fossils of human ancestors found by anthropologist Louis Leakey.  Then visit the 
Dar es Salaam Botanic Garden to visit the garden there.    B 

Day 4.  Sept 18   Transfer to Amani Forest Reserve via Saadani National Park  

African violets originated in the lush hills and mountains where Tanzania edges the Indian Ocean.  One of 
the best places to see African violets in the wild is Amani Forest Reserve where we will go today. At 
06:00hrs pick up by your driver guide and drive to Amani Forest.  En route, stop at Saadani National park 
for a game drive within the park.  This is Tanzania’s only coastal national park.  Look for African bush 
elephants, lions, monkeys, Sable antelope, and Maasai giraffe.  Many other animals are also found in the 
park.   Have a break for hot lunch then proceed to Aman Forest Camp.  On your arrival check in at your 
rooms, then dinner and over night.   B,L,D 

www.amaniforestcamp.com 

Day 5 & 6 Sept 19 & 20  African violets in Amani Forest Reserve  

Enjoy two full days to see African Violet in Amani Forest Reserve.  After breakfast depart to the forest 
path down to the (small) river and along to the cliffs, which are covered in violets.  You can either go back 
up the hill, or continue downstream to some fish ponds and waterfalls for a slightly longer walk.  Enjoy 
your packed lunch there.  In the afternoon walk back to the Camp for relaxation and time to explore more 
around the camp.  Then dinner and overnight.   B,L,D 

 



Day 7.  Sept 21  Amani to Karatu, gateway to Ngorongoto Crater  

After breakfast check out and drive to Karatu via Arusha town for hot lunch.  Karatu is gateway to the 
Ngogongoro Highlands, which surround Ngorongoro Crater, which is one of Africa’s finest wildlife 
reserves.  In Karatu town you can see local people in colorful clothing going about their business shopping, 
and children returning from school.  The lodge is a few miles off the main road in an agricultural area with 
lovely views.  Accommodations are in comfortable cottages or rondovals. 

www.simbaportfolio.com/karatusimbalodge/the-lodge.html 

Check in at Karatu Simba Lodge for dinner and overnight.  B,L,D 

Day 8.   Sept 22   Ngorongoro Crater to Serengeti National Park  

After breakfast depart to Ngorongoro Conservation Area to visit Ngorongoro Crater with a packed lunch. 
The Crater is a perfectly intact volcanic caldera and known as the ‘Noah’s Ark’ of game reserves. During 
our morning game drives, again there is the chance to view the ‘big 5’, lion, leopard, elephant, rhino and 
buffalo, as well as plains game peacefully grazing including, zebra, gazelle, impala and wildebeest. 
Hippopotamus are found lolling in the pools and Lake Magadi can be rimed with the pink of greater and 
lesser flamingo. Late afternoon leave the crater and drive to Serengeti National Park.  Check in at Serengeti 
Baobao Tented Camp for dinner and overnight.    B,L,D 

https://baobablodges.com/campslodges/ 

Day 9 & 10 Sept 23 & 24 Serengeti National Park  

Enjoy 2 full days of game drives to explore the Serengeti, with a picnic lunch boxes. Look for the big 
predators and herbivores as well as the myriad smaller creatures which make each safari unique.  You have 
a good chance of seeing the migration (an unforgettable spectacle) at this time of year. Early evening drive 
back to Baobao Tented Camp for dinner and overnight.    B,L,D 

Day 11  Sept 25  Serengeti to Tarangire National Park  

After breakfast check out and drive to Tarangire National Park, for excellent afternoon game viewing. 
Tarangire is a small park which offers some excellent sights. Generally, in the dry seasons Tarangire comes 
alive as wildlife and bird life congregate on the Tarangire River, which is a permanent source of water.  
Many elephants can be seen in the park and a mini migration takes animals into the park during the dry 
season. 

Check in at Tarangire Simba Lodge for dinner and overnight.  

www.simbaportfolio.com/tarangiresimbalodge/ 

Days 12/13 Sept 26/27 Tarangire to Kilimanjaro International Airport  & USA 

After breakfast check out and drive to Arusha town for hot lunch. Then proceed to Kilimanjaro airport to 
board your flight back to Amsterdam and home, arriving LAX at 11:50 am Sept 27. 

Please Note: This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change due to local circumstances. Your naturalist will keep you informed. 



COSTS & CONDITIONS 

Trip fee:  $4,995 per person twin share based on 5 or more passengers traveling in the group + air fare 
from LAX of approximately $1,795, plus $75 ticketing fee. The single supplement will be $795.   

Trip Fee Includes:  All transfers; private safari converted vehicle with driver guide on safari; all park and 
entrance fees; accommodation and meals as stated, bottled drinking water on safari; service of an English 
speaking guide. 

Not Included:   International flights; Soft/alcoholic drinks, Laundry, Tanzanian visa, passport, internet; 
tips for safari driver/guides; other personal items. 

Cancellations & Refunds: The initial deposit is refundable until 60 days before departure, less a handling 
fee of $250 per person. There is no refund for any cancellation after the 60-day period unless your space 
can be resold; then a $250 per person handling fee applies. No refunds are made for unused services. Air 
fare is non-refundable, non-transferable.  
 
For Questions and more information, contact Margaret Betchart or Taunya DeYoung, 
Betchart Expeditions Inc., 17050 Montebello Road, Cupertino, CA 95014, phone (800) 252-4910;  
email: betchartTerri@gmail.com 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut off & mail - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
RESERVATIONS           #1703 
 
YES!   I/We want to join the ORIGINS of AFRICAN VIOLETS TANZANIA SAFARI,  
September 15-27, 2023 offered by Betchart Expeditions Inc.  Please reserve _____ space(s).  
As a deposit, I/we have enclosed a check for $___________ ($1,000 per person), payable to  
Betchart Expeditions Inc. Trust Account. 
 
Name _________________________________________________ Age________________ 
 

Name _________________________________________________ Age ________________ 
 
Street Address ______________________________________________________________ 
 
City __________________________________________ State _______ Zip _____________ 
 
Email _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please reserve _______ double  ______twin or ______ single accommodations. 
 
Responsibility:   Betchart Expeditions Inc. acts only as agent for the passenger with respect to transportation and hotels and exercises every 
care possible.  Betchart can assume no liability for injury, damage, delay, loss, accident, or irregularity in connection with the services of any 
airplane, ship, motorcoach, or any other conveyance used in carrying out the arrangements of the tour.  We cannot accept any responsibility 
for losses or additional expenses due to delay or changes in air or other services, sickness, weather, strike, war, terrorism, quarantine, acts of 
God, or other causes beyond our control.  All such losses or expenses will have to be borne by the passenger, as tour rates provide for 
arrangements only for the time stated.  We reserve the right to substitute another leader of similar expertise or to cancel any tour prior to 
departure in which case the entire payment will be refunded with no further obligation on our part. The right is also reserved to decline to 
accept or retain any person as a member of the tour. No refund will be made for the unused portion of any tour unless arrangements are made 
in sufficient time to avoid penalties. The price of the program is based on current tariffs and rates, and is subject to change.  Any tariff, 
exchange rate, or fuel increases will be passed on to participants.  Baggage is carried at the owner’s risk entirely.  It is understood that the air 
ticket when issued shall constitute the sole contract between the passenger and the airline concerned.  The airlines concerned are not to be 
held responsible for any act, omission, or event during the time passengers are not on board their plane or conveyance.   
Photos wikimediacommons  c 2023 Betchart Expeditions Inc.  All rights reserved.      CST#2036304-40 


